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Minutes of a meeting of the  
Joint Audit and Governance Committee 

Adur District and Worthing Borough Councils  
 

The Gordon Room, Stoke Abbot Road, Worthing Town Hall 
 

21 November 2023 
 

Councillor Dan Hermitage (Chair) 
Councillor Mike Barrett (Vice-Chair) 

 
Adur District Council: Worthing Borough Council: 

 
Andy McGregor 
Kevin Boram 
Catherine Arnold 
Tony Bellasis 
Debs Stainforth 
 

Ödül Bozkurt 
Ibsha Choudhury 
Nigel Morgan 
Hazel Thorpe 
John Turley 
Steve Waight 
 

 
Absent 
 
Councillor Ann Bridges, Councillor Jim Funnell and Councillor Julian Shinn 
  
JGC/37/23-24   Substitute Members 

  
JGC/38/23-24   Declarations of Interest 

 
There were no declarations of interest. 
  
JGC/39/23-24   Minutes 

 
Resolved: that the minutes of the meeting of the 26th September 2023 be approved as a 
correct record and signed by the Chairman. 
  
JGC/40/23-24   Public Question Time 

 
A resident asked the following question; “In the papers it recently said there are currently 
350 residents being housed in temporary accommodation outside the borough and this 
cost is being met through Council Tax charged to Worthing residents. What is the 
monthly cost to the Worthing Council Tax payers to cover this? Also, what is the total 
monthly cost of Housing Benefit (paid from Worthing Council Tax) that is outside Council 
House accommodation?” 
  
The resident was informed that in the article they referenced there was no mention of 
council tax meeting costs for temporary accommodation. The majority of homeless 
households to whom the council owed a duty were Worthing residents prior to becoming 
homeless and they would have been in receipt of housing costs in their accommodation 
e.g. private rented sector, prior to becoming homeless 
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Council tax was just one element of funding of the overall Council budget contributing 
26% of the funding of the  2023/24 budget. Other funding came from government funding 
ring fenced to meet homeless duties, income from Business Rates, Investments income 
and other income from fees and charges.   
Housing Benefit costs for households in temporary accommodation was paid for from 
grants awarded by the Department for Work and Pensions, and was not funded from 
council tax. 
  
JGC/41/23-24   Members' Questions 

 
There were no questions from Members 
  
JGC/42/23-24   Items Raised under Urgency Provisions 

 
There were no urgent items 
  
JGC/43/23-24   Mid Year Review of Treasury Management 2023-24 

 
The Committee had a report before it attached as item 7, which had been circulated to all 
Members, a copy of which is attached to a signed copy of these minutes. The purpose of 
this and the other treasury management reports that were submitted during the year was 
to ensure that proper scrutiny was undertaken of the treasury and capital expenditure 
activities of the Councils and that the activities were conducted in a prudent manner in 
order to safeguard the financial position of the Councils. 
  
Members asked about the reprofiled capital expenditure, matured investments, the 
difference in figures of current and estimated expenditure, the impact of the capital 
programme on the treasury function and the rate of some historical loans. 
  
Members were informed that officers were not focussing so much on what had been 
reprofiled and more the end results with an update coming in the capital monitoring 
report. The timing of this report provided a snapshot as of the 31st of September 2023 
and that the capital monitoring report would provide further clarity. That officers modelled 
the cash flow on the capital programme, looking at monthly updates on the delivery of 
that and that challenges faced by the capital scheme meant a lot of planned expenditure 
was being moved into future years. 
  
Members debated and voted unanimously in favour that capital expenditure estimates 
should be included in the treasury report to the fullest extent possible so that the impact 
of the treasury function could be assessed 
  
Resolved:  
  
The Joint Audit and Governance Committee 
  

• Noted the contents of the report; 
• Agreed that capital expenditure estimates should be included in the treasury report 

to the fullest extent possible so that the impact of the treasury function could be 
assessed. 
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JGC/44/23-24   Polling Place Review 
 

The Committee had a report before it attached as item 8, which had been circulated to all 
Members, a copy of which is attached to the signed copy of these minutes. 
  
Local authorities were required to review their polling districts and polling places for 
United Kingdom constituencies at least once every five years. The purpose of the review 
was to assess the size of the electorate in each polling district as well as the suitability of 
the location and access to each polling place and the number of polling stations located 
at each polling place. 
  
Members asked about St. Andrews Church, Worthing College, the consultation dates, 
raising more awareness when a polling station changed location and when a new polling 
station requirement was identified. 
  
Members were informed their feedback on sites would be passed back to the elections 
team and that it was the electoral commission and parliamentary boundaries that decided 
on how many polling stations were required in an area. 
  
Resolved:  
  
The Joint Audit and Governance Committee noted the contents of the report. 
  
 
The meeting was declared closed by the Chairman at 7.34 pm, it having commenced at 
6.30 pm 
 
 
 
Chairman 
 


